102 POPULATION

3.—Population of Canada by Provinces and Territories In 1871 and 1921, and numerical
increzase in each decade from 1871 to 1821,
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1.—Population of Canada by Provinces and Terrltories in 1871, and increase per cent
by decades from 1571 to 1921,
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IThe decreases shown in the population of the Northiwest Territories since 1891 are due to the se“ial-
ation therefrom of immense areas to form the provinces of Alberta and Saskatchewan and the Yukoa
Territory, as well as to extend the boundaries of the older provinces of Quebec, Umtaric and Manitoba.

Early Censuses.—The credit of taking the first census of modern times belongs
to Canada. The year was 1665, the census that of the colony of New France.
Still earlier records of settlement at Port Royal (1605) and Quebec (1608) are
extant; but the census of 1665 was a systematic “nominal” enumeration of the
people, taken on the de jure principle, on a fixed date, showing age, sex, occupation,
and conjugal and family condition. A supplementary inquiry in 1867 included
the areas under cultivation and the numbers of sheep and eattle. When it is recalled
that in Europe the first census dates only from the eighteenth century {those of
France and England from the first year of the nineteenth) and that in the United
States the census begins only with 1790, the achievement of the primitive St. Law-
rence colony in instituting what is to-day one of the principal instruments of gavern-
ment may call for more than passing appreciation.



